Heyn 2

Text: Luke 7:11-17  Pentecost 3
The Believer Has Faith, Even in the Face of Death

I. He comes when you need him most

II. He extends his word of sympathy

III. He assures you of victory over death

Dear fellow redeemed in our Lord Jesus Christ,

If you walk down Lakeland Highlands Rd, you’ll find a grocery store that everyone is familiar with: Publix. And what do they have on the racks in the check-out lane? Tabloid magazines and newspapers with sensational headlines. Usually they are full of pretty preposterous claims. It seems highly unlikely that a woman in Mexico gave birth to 14 Chihuahuas from the planet Pluto. But they get our attention, don’t they? Because spectacular headlines are hard to resist. 

Well it’s hard to imagine a more spectacular headline than the one from our Gospel lesson. “Jesus raises dead man!” The thing is that this headline is true. But Jesus didn’t perform this great miracle to get in the tabloids or to amaze you. He did it to show you that, as the people say, “God has come to help His people.” What hope that gives us! And so this morning we continue our sermon series on the Faith of the Christian as we see that the believer has faith, even in the face of death. 

I. [He comes when you need him most.] The scene is set in the little village of Nain. It’s to the south of Capernaum in Galilee, on the slope of a mountain facing the valley. At the gate to Nain, we see two large crowds converging. The first is led by Jesus and His disciples. Not too long ago, possibly the day before, the events from last Sunday’s gospel occurred. Quiztime! What account did we hear about last week? Jesus healed the centurion’s servant. That’s a pretty good guess as to why this crowd is following Him. The second crowd is a little more somber. It’s a funeral procession for a young man that has recently died. 
And there, leading the black parade, we see the deceased man’s mother. Could she be in any more pain? She has already lost her husband, and now her only son has died, too. She has nothing. And isn’t that how we come to our Lord? Maybe you’re dealing with tragedies, such as broken families, such as the deaths of loved ones. Maybe you’re dealing with other effects of sin such as sickness and sadness. Or maybe you’re just dealing with the root of all these problems: sin itself. And yet sin is the worst isn’t it? Because that guilt nags at you, and the consequences follow you, and you know that the wages of sin is death – death here, and eternal death after this life. 
Some of you may remember me talking about Christopher Hitchens, the now deceased anti-theist. He said He didn’t believe there is a God and was glad that there isn’t. He said that the idea of a god is just something that society made up to stop people from having sex and really having any fun in general. And that’s how many people see God. He just wants to control me and He’s kindof a sadist – He enjoys punishing people and putting them to death. But brothers and sisters in Christ, nothing could be further from the truth. 

In Ezekiel we read that God takes “no pleasure in the death of anyone.”
 God hates death! It was never supposed to be in the world! Adam and Eve were meant to live forever. You were meant to live forever. But we have all sinned, haven’t we? And so we’ve brought death upon ourselves because that’s the punishment for sins. 
II. [He extends his word of sympathy.] And yet today we see that, even as we live in a world of death… as Christians… we have hope. What does Luke write in verse 13? “The LORD saw her.” First of all, Jesus is the LORD… the one in charge. And He’s about to prove it. 
And even as we find Him amongst these two huge crowds, He sees her. Luke writes that He was moved by compassion for her. The Greek word the Luke uses there is one of my favorite Greek words in the whole language. The word is splagchnizomai, and it basically means “His heart went out to her.” But it literally refers to her guts. The heart, lungs, liver, kidneys, all that good stuff. We might say, “My heart goes out to you.” The Greeks would say, “My guts go out to you.” Basically, Jesus experienced a gut reaction – the same one you or I might feel in a similar situation. His guts went out to this widow, and His heart and soul (and guts) go out to you as well.  

He’s coming to you this morning with the same words that He spoke to this widow 2000 years ago. “Don’t cry.” He’s not saying it in a mean way like “Pick yourself up and stop your belly-achin’. He’s saying there is no need for tears; no need for sorrow. He has come for her to give her hope, even in the face of death. And He has come for you. To give you hope, no matter what you’re going through. Because through faith in Him, you have a new life, just like the young man in our text. 
III. [He assures you of victory over death.] Jesus walks up to the coffin (which was actually probably more of a stretcher), touches it, and says to the young man the same thing He says to you this morning, “I say to you, get up!” “No need for tears. No need to wallow in your depression.” As the people say in the text, “God has come to help His people.”
Actually, literally, what the Greek says there is “God has visited His people.” And He has. But this isn’t just like a neighbor or your grandma stopping by to visit you at home. This is more like a doctor’s visit. We were all dying because of our sin, right? And there was nothing we could do to help ourselves. Couldn’t even get us to the doctor. And so the Great Physician Jesus Christ came to us. Came to our home of sin and sin’s sickness 2000 years ago. And then He took upon Himself all that sin that infects us. And He died with it on the cross. Should have been my death, should have been your death, but He took it upon Himself so you and I wouldn’t have to.
And then He rose again on the third day, showing that He is the master, even of death. In our text, the people say that a Great Prophet has “appeared” among us. The word that is translated as “appeared” is actually more literally translated as “arisen.” “A prophet has arisen among us.” They probably did mean that He had appeared among them. If only they knew how true that statement was. Christ was the Prophet. And three days after He died, He did rise from the dead. And as you can see here, He doesn’t just have the power to raise Himself from the dead, He can raise others from the dead. He can… and will… raise you and all believers from the dead. 

And so knowing that God has come to help His people, and that He has  conquered even death, the Christian has faith, even in the face of death. When a loved one dies, and that loved one dies as a believer, you have every assurance that Christ has conquered death for them and they are now with Him in heaven. And you have no reason to fear anything anymore either. Because, as a Christian, even death cannot harm you. Through faith in our Lord, it is just the entryway to heaven for you. 
Krysta Stanton will be confirmed as our newest communicant member next week and, when she is, she will promise that with God’s help, she intends “to endure all things, even death, rather than fall away” from the truth of Christ. Why would she promise such a thing? Because the truth of Christ is that He is greater than even death. And that He has conquered it for you and me.
What greater news could there be to share than our Lord’s victory over death? Luke writes that news of it spread throughout the whole area. What a privilege we have to share that news today. Not just that Jesus has performed the miracle of raising someone to life. But that He has raised Himself to life and so you have a new life of hope and eternal life in heaven!

Tabloid news can be enjoyable because it’s funny. But what’s even more enjoyable is truly joyous news, like we have here this morning. You have a Savior who has power, even over death! As we saw last week, we have all of His power right here in the Word. And as we see from the rest of Scripture, through faith in Him, you have life. He says to you this morning, “Don’t cry.” “Get up!” “God has come to help his people!” Amen. 
� Ezekiel 18:32.






